
   

A DIVISION OF BURNIE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY INC. 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – 17th December 2025 

 

Just days until Christmas – I hope you can cram everything into these next few 
days. 

Friday’s Christmas Parade was a great success and well done to Council and 
7BU/SeaFM for the work they did to make it happen – we now look forward to the 
New Year’s Eve event on the foreshore.  

Our Cool Places map is now complete and is being distributed 
this week.  It is designed for tourists entering Burnie to provide 
them with cool places to visit, be they cafes, attractions or 
accommodation. This will be placed in brochure walls around 
the region and on the Spirits of Tasmania and links through to 
the DiscoverBurnie app we introduced two years ago.   A lot of 

great work by Cyndia Hilliger on this project, and the reaction so far has been very 
positive.  

A highlight of the recent Council meeting was the approval of the Development 
Application for the MarinusLink convertor station build at Heybridge.  This allows 
the project to get underway in 2026 and represents a generational opportunity for 
the region in terms of economic and employment growth. 

We have an interesting event at Table Cape on January 8th. One 
of the more difficult things in business is selling a business, 
especially on retirement.  As a business matures then 
inevitably the owner will look for a profitable and successful 
exit that ensures the viability and continuity of the business whilst realising an 
appropriate financial settlement.  This may involve succession by relatives or staff 
but needs to be properly structured to be fair to all. 

Hunter Page and David Harris of Blue Harbour Capital are holding a session for BNW 
members and guests at Table House Farm on January 8th from 5-8:30pm to advise 
on what they can do for local small businesses.  Plus, it includes dinner and fantastic 
views.  Tickets via the BNW website. 

In conjunction with TasTAFE, we are hosting an evening event to 
introduce the new CEO, Dr Norman Baker.    This event is a great 
opportunity to connect with fellow industry representatives, hear 
what’s been happening at TasTAFE, and learn about our plans for 
the year ahead as we kick off 2026 together.  It’s on at The Point 
in West Park from 5:30-7:30pm Wednesday FEB 18th. 

$20 per person, with proceeds donated to Home Base and a link to the tickets is on 
the front page of our website.   

Mayor Brumby and I hosted an event for business operators last week, and Teeny 
presented an update on our city.  It detailed the many projects that are underway 
or soon to commence. From courthouse to supermarket and hospital upgrades to 
large scale projects MarinusLink, HIF Global, Ark Energy and NWTD. 

https://bcci.net.au/
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It has been another good year for Business Northwest – the economic times have 
been challenging for many, and with two projected interest rate rises, I expect that 
will persist in 2026.  There are good news stories of businesses opening and general 
optimism around town of the opportunities of the large renewable energy projects 
planned for the region, so I hope that we can make the best of those. 

Our office will be closed from December 22nd to January 6th, albeit I will be on call 
if required. 

I wish you all the best for the festive season and a great 2026! 

 

 

Best regards  

 

 

Ian Jones – President 

 

 

 

 


