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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – 19th November 2025 

 

Just five weeks until Christmas – will we all get everything completed in time?  
Probably not, but we will give it our best shot! 

Once again, Debbie King of Bonita Leather is preparing a large Christmas display 
in the Plaza Arcade at Shop 21, and Santa Claus and Mrs Claus will be in 
attendance.  Business Northwest is pleased to provide sponsorship for this each 
year as it helps bring shoppers into town plus provides great entertainment for 
local children.  Personally, this will be my first time taking a grandchild to meet 
Santa – I am a little bit excited too!  

Santa will be there from 11am–1pm December 6,7,8,12,13,14,19,20, 21 & 22. 

After being cancelled following small numbers in 2021, the Burnie 
Christmas Parade is now bigger than ever thanks to the great 
work by Chloé Foster of 7BU/SeaFM with over 40 floats 
registered. The parade will happen on Friday December 12th and 
be followed by the lighting of the Community Tree and a “block 
party“ in Mount St with food vendors, live music and other 
attractions available to all. 

 

As part of our campaign to get more people shopping locally, we have partnered 
with 7BU/SeaFM to run a giant Christmas raffle where tickets will be earned by 
shopping in Burnie at nominated stores so shoppers can win prizes donated by our 
wonderful retailers.  Prizes will be drawn under the community tree at the Anglican 
Church after the Christmas parade.  We are encouraging retailers to adopt late-
night trading that day.  Retailers and/or service providers in the CBD that wish to 
participate in the raffle merely need to donate a prize (or a voucher) to the value 
of $50+ and will receive radio advertising mentions plus your logo goes on the 
7BU website as part of the promotion.  If you want to participate, please let me 
know or drop your raffle prize into the 7BU office at 31A Wilson St. 

Our Cool Places map is now complete and will go to print 
this week.  It is designed for tourists entering Burnie to 
provide them with cool places to visit, be they cafés, 
attractions or accommodation. The map will be placed in 
brochure walls around the region and on the Spirits of 
Tasmania and links through to the DiscoverBurnie app we 

introduced two years ago.   A lot of great work by Cyndia Hilliger on this project. 

This month, we welcome Burnie Airport (Tyler Wilson), Caring Hearts (Astri 
Kirkland), Birdies Pro Shop (Hannah Mackay) and Cradle Coast Care (Dillon 
Roberts) as members of our organisation – a big welcome to them, and I hope you 
will welcome them to our events in the near future. 
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Last week, Des Hodgetts and I attended the HIF Stakeholder 
Workshop, which involved a site visit to the block on the former 
APPM site, where they will build the facility, then followed up with 
a three-hour conference room analysis of the project with many 
government departments, agencies and GBEs. It was an 
astounding success and well received by all, especially HIF.  

Having so many relevant stakeholders in one room has immense benefits, and 
special thanks goes to Mike Brindley of ReCFIT for organising it. 

Our final breakfast networking session for the year is Wednesday 
December 3rd and features Mayor Teeny Brumby and General Manager 
Shane Crawford from Burnie City Council.  Titled Burnie – Looking into 
the Crystal Ball, it will provide us with a view into the future of our city 
from the Council’s perspective. Tickets here.  

  

Best regards,  

 

 

Ian Jones – President 

 

 

 

 

https://cradletickets.com/current-events/business-northwest-breakfast-with-burnie-city-council-dec-3/

